2nd Reading Boys’ Brigade: Company Section Leadership Training – Lake District

Official Blog – in reverse order
Sunday 24th Feb 2013 

Hi all

Currently zipping down the M6 , J30 for Blackburn.

Another very good day. We were up early , packing , cleaning, mini bus packed by 9am.  Then down to the church to set up.

We were warmly welcomed. The Vicar commenced the service by saying she received an email out of the blue from a Jeff, which said simply we were coming and would take the service ! (The original email had gone missing which gave more background).

The Vicar (Sue)  herself had grown up in Girls Brigade in a Baptist church where she had become a Christian. After being a head teacher in Bath for 20 years she entered the ministry.

Sue described her church as the only evangelical parish for miles around , and tried to blend traditional and informal services - with lots of good stuff going on.

There were 60 to 70 in the congregation with a handful of children and youth- but mostly older - the 'active retired' would sum it up - and the village in general.

The boys did great. They all spoke clearly and seemed confident. There was a mixture of readings, prayers, David led the Children's slot ( which introduced the theme - 'Who do you say that I am ?' ) With a simple but visual quiz - which stayed in place and was referred to in the talk.

Phil interviewed Zach and Jonny about the impact of RnR last weekend- both on the w'e and going forward (and we talked a lot about what they had all got out of RnR over tea one evening) , more reading, prayer and songs (they used mission praise but all the songs were on 2 large screens that were used throughout the service). Followed by Phil L who gave the main talk on the responses to Jesus' question - and drew in the answers given in the quiz earlier. Ben Clark provided the visuals. Phil was excellent and challenged people to go beyond just knowing the correct technical answers to knowing Christ personally.

Phil C brought to all together by talking about a dream he had 2 nights ago when he dreamt he'd knocked over a cyclist and all the trauma that created , until he had a sense of Jesus presence taking the guilt away. Kwame concluded the service with the benediction.

The service, with the Vicar adding notices etc at the end lasted exactly an hour.

Responses;

1 - a parishoner's husband had been knocked over and killed while cycling - ( she later forgave the driver) - the accident was witnessed by another couple in the church - who told Phil what a big and live issue the event was in the church.

2. - the Vicar's father was moved by the insight that Peter's calling that Jesus gave in the passage was not negated by his later denial of Jesus. The chap had been holding onto a missed opportunity for 20 years had had felt he had been failing God all that time.

3.- lots of very genuine and enthusiastic praise for the boys and the service.

4. - an invite to take the boys over to Israel to help with a ministry that a parishioner was involved with ( more details to come) 5. - lots of invites to come back and lead more services. - we thought afterwards we could lead a HBC for them.

Then back to the house for last tidying and we were away just before 12. Now 40 mins from Birmingham.

We'd like to thankyou for all your prayers. We feel like the trip couldn't have gone any better and we trust that it would be another milestone in the development of these lads. The thrust of that book I mentioned previously is that if we become so used to a health and safety cotton wool approach to life, that we will condition ourselves never to take risks for God either.

We'll stop for lunch once we're past the M6/M5 split at Birmingham. Should be home approx 5.30. I'll update later.

Have a good day,

Jeff

Saturday 23rd Feb 2013 

Hi All,

Another very good day. Far more chilled. We had a cooked brunch about 1030. (We let the boys sleep in - they were all on a high from the day, and after watching Skyfall on a large screen - the sheet was ingeniously wedged into the black slate wall by using coasters to give an approx 6by4 ft screen - the boys organised a Greco-Roman wrestling competition til 1am.

Back to today - we then spent about 2 hours working on the service which finished with a run through in the church - it's all looking very good. Hopefully neither Phil or myself will be at the front at all and all the boys will contribute to leading the whole service.

We then went to a National trust park along side the south east bank of lake Windermere for 2 hours to play football and wide games.

Then onto Windermere to allow the boys to buy souvenirs / presents etc- but don't get your hopes up, all I've seen was sweets and take a ways.

I'm very happy to report that Windermere boasts a very large new Costa and the extra hot latte was spot on.

Back to the house to allow the boys watch the end of the 1st half onwards of England Vs France while I cooked tea. (Who wants to watch England win!- apologies to Mike if he's watching on catch up. ) They had a choice of 'lasagne pasta - mince in a white sauce, or tuna pasta in a red sauce - or both. They ate very well. (I'm quite pleased with the food - have fed everyone for about £11 each - with some left overs kindly donated  from RnR.

A relaxed evening, some cleaning, packing more prep for tomorrow , cards and Carcassonne finished off by Match of the Day. But for me a bath - I'm wrecked.

Hope you've all had a good day, we aim to leave after the morning service, so hope to hit the road by 11 and be home by 5pm traffic willing. I will update you.

Ps, Edmund and Tom got home safely earlier.

Jeff

Friday 22nd Feb 2013

Hi All,

On way back from seathwaite _ (officially the wettest place in England - but not today, dry, part sunny but cold) after climbing Great Gable at 899m.

We decided not to do Scafel - the forecast was -5 Celsius not including the wind chill factor.

It was a great walk - only 6 miles - but a climb of around 900m.

We stopped for lunch half way up where the boys attempted to cook hotdogs on those hex stoves. Hopeless. It was so cold and windy. Hopefully they were the type that you can eat cold. No one is complaining of stomach cramps yet,

The view from the top was superb. (Photo of the boys sheltering from the wind attached) It was so cold the  water bottles were turning to ice.

We came back a different way and encountered a lot of snow and ice on a steep descent. Other walkers were fitting crampons onto their boots. Wimps. The boys slid down.

We then divided into 2 parties. The one party taking a circular and slightly longer  walk back to the start. The other group more direct to the route we came.

Both groups encountered large stretches of snow on steep banks. In my group, Edmund carefully led the way for about 300m down a seriously steep snow bank and the decided to traboogan the rest, spinning around towards the end _ and losing his IPhone - which amazingly Zach found much lower down the slope.

Having personally risk assessed the body snow boarding, we allowed Gideon to launch himself from a much higher point on a different run. Again he span round so he was heading head first but manager to turn again just before crashing into a rock outcrop, so that his rucksack took the force - the kettle he was carrying ( to make the leaders our coffee of course)  provided the crumple zone , and his now very torn new school coat provided the padding.

The other boys followed on  similar runs. Some good photos and videos were taken.

The other group reported similar antics with multiple crashes on their runs. More great memories - probably more than the caving yesterday.

There are various cuts and bruises - but nothing serious - we even brought the 1st aid tub ( but left them on the bus) .

Talking of the bus, we got back to find the lights had been left on. Our group were back first and Edmund taught the boys a new life skill - how to break into the mini bus with a piece of wire- he was just about to start on the ignition when the other group arrived (with the key) and amazingly the bus started.

So we're conscious of all your prayers. Thank you. The boys are all getting on really well and are not a moments trouble.

Our plans for this evening is to hopefully find Fraser is OK (he stayed in the house due to his kneed) and watch Skyfall on the big screen and eat pizza.

As one of the boys said, another day of living the BB dream.

Tomorrow we will have a quiet morning , and do some more leadership training and preparing for the service. After lunch we'll explore Windermere and hope to get the ferry across to the other side and play a wide game in the woods.

Edmund and Tom will leave for home at 0630.

Hope you've all had a great day.

Almost back at the house.

Jeff

Thursday 21st Feb 2013 

Cake found, candles and poppers worked well.

Edmund repairing chair.

Awaiting tea and cakes. Slowly teaching boys to make tea and coffee.

Jeff

Subject: Re: BB lakes blog- Thursday

As I write this I'm considering ringing search and rescue. I'm in the house on my own, I returned to see if the missing team had returned back. The other two teams and leaders are combing the hillside in a bitter wind looking for them.

I set a team challenge to reinforce the leadership insights they gained from the day's caving in the Yorkshire Dales (they had a great time, although a bit cold and wet towards the end. ) Which after a superb curry, consisting of chicken korma, lamb tikka masalla, pillou rice, (all home made) and 3 types of nan bread and onion bhajees and samosas- the boys couldn't finish it all - we reviewed the caving experience to draw out good examples which led into biblical examples of leadership (good that they connected with last year's teaching on Nehemiah).

So the challenge as a simple task to be completed in teams to reinforce the principles - why is team member is indispensible- all have a role to play etc. Interestingly it was the team with the quietest members who did best and team worked effectively.

Ah voices -oh the rescue party have given up and come home. Ah well , losing one team is within our operating tolerances- if you round up we haven't lost any at all !

The outward bound experience was excellent - a very helpful lot.

We started of the day with singing happy birthday to Phil. There's been some balloons and candles and party poppers around as well.

Phil and I spent the day preparing for the service , looking round the church - lots of good stuff going on.  Then round Kendall for a bit, and then to Asda for rest of food shopping.

Ahh, they're back , it was evidently an issue of left /right. They turned left out of the drive and went about 3 miles out of their way. But they got back to the right place ok.

All good fun.

Have a good evening, we've lost Phil's birthday cake now and the boys have just broken a kitchen chair.

Jeff

Wednesday 20th Feb 2013 

 I'm waiting for midnight, which is the deadline for absolute quiet from the rooms the boys are sleeping in. I'll then growl at them, threaten punishments and select the worst team/ room to do chores in the morning.

Getting the boys off to sleep is the hardest part of these trips.

We had a very relaxed evening, the boys played football (the pavilion which was burnt down during our game of football last year is still a burnt out shell), had a very nice spagbol and cake and custard for tea, unfortunatly no footie on TV so the boys all played Carcassonne , we picked up Tom from the station, had a very interactive introductory discussion about leadership, the lads prayed and then bed time.

 It's great to be back at 'Mugisha' (Welcome' in Swahili ?) And we're enjoying the house. I'm especially enjoying my double room with ensuite bathroom that I have sole use of ! Well, leadership has to have some perks ... Umm- I wonder if that is part of Phil's talks. May be I should offer it up ?

As if.

Time for growling - although it sounds pretty quiet already.

Have a good night,

Jeff

Hi All, just arriving at house at 6pm. In just under 5 hours - not bad and still light. 

Advance party arrived a couple of hours ago and house is warm and kettle is on.

Tom is at Banbury - so car beats train ! 

Now to organise football and tea. 

Have a good evening. 

Jeff

Hi All, 
Happily on our way , zipping along the M40 towards Brum. 
Boys all happy and very calm. The advance party are making good progress and report that Sandra's brownies are excellent! 

I've been on a conference call for an hour and now I'm bored. I'm not used to sitting in a vehicle and not driving. So to share the experience I'll provide plenty of updates. 

I'm reminded of my road trip across the mid west where on wide, straight and flat high/motorways they had mile counters to count you down every mile from 450 to 0 across Montana . 

So just coming up to Banbury junction 11 exit and 42 miles to Birmingham and more importantly 12 mile to next coffee opportunity. 

Have fun, 

We need a top gear challenge to liven the journey up ,,, 

Jeff
